
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 30, 2020 
 
 
Parents of Kindergarten and Eighth Grade Students, 
 
Many things have changed in the past six weeks for all of us. School looks different; life looks different. 
As we approach the end of the school year, we must consider both state guidelines and those from our 
local government and County Health Department in regards to our promotion programs at kindergarten 
and 8th grade. 

After discussions with Mrs. Gardner, Mrs. Darnell, and the DISD Board of Trustees, we have decided that 
we must cancel both promotion programs originally set in late May. 

The 8th Grade Promotion Program attendance has grown significantly over the years to the point that it 
has logistically outgrown any location where we can host it; we therefore will be discontinuing this 
program.  However, starting with the 2020-21 school year, eighth-grade students meeting principal 
requirements may participate in a DMS hosted end-of-the-year field trip.  In addition, at the end-of-
school-year awards assembly, all 8th grade student awards will be acknowledged to include Presidential 
Awards, the Principal’s Award, and the Spirit of DMS Awards.  This assembly will be open to parents 
and family.  For this year, DMS is putting together a video that will be released in late May. 

Kinder Promotion will be cancelled only for the 2019-2020 school year. That program will resume next 
school year when we are able to return to a more normal routine. Final decisions will be determined based 
on many factors, such as health, logistics as class size increases, etc. This year, kinder promotion 
certificates will be printed and mailed home. Parents will be invited to take a picture of their child with 
the certificate and post it on the elementary’s Facebook page. 

As we move forward and, hopefully, are able to resume a semblance of normalcy, we want you to know 
that we appreciate all that you are doing for your children. 

Certainly, the leadership team wants to thank you, DISD parents and guardians, for adapting with 
understanding and patience to the drastic changes associated with the Covid-19 pandemic. We want you 
to know that these decisions were difficult for us, and we realize that they are difficult for you, as well. 

 

 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Dr. Todd Grandjean, Ed.D 
Superintendent of Schools 
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